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Short –a and Long -a
Yellow Sort 1

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

CVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

Circle the ODDBALL that does not fit in 
with the words in Yellow Sort 1. Write 
the word below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort? 

Name two ways to make the long –a sound based on the words in this sort.

VCC Word Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 
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More Practice with Long -a
Yellow Sort 1

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –a sound and record them here. 

________

9 words 3 words
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Short –i and Long -i
Yellow Sort 2

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Why don’t these word fit the sort? 

Name two ways to make the long –i sound based on the words in this sort.

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VV words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? Circle the ODDBALLS that do not fit in with the 

words in Yellow Sort 2. Write the words below. 



More Practice with Long -i
Yellow Sort 2

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the 
long –i sound and record them here. 

________

12 words

1 word
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Short –o and Long -o
Yellow Sort 3

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Circle the ODDBALLS that do not fit in with the words in Yellow Sort 3 and write them below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort? 

Name four ways to make the long –o sound based on the words in this sort.

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 



©
 T

am
m

y 
Ro

os
e,

 t
ar

he
el

st
at

et
ea

ch
er

.c
om

More Practice with Long -o
Yellow Sort 3

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –o sound and record them here. 

________

5 words 5 words

________

1 word



Short –u and Long -u
Yellow Sort 4

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Circle the ODDBALL that does not fit in with
the words in Yellow Sort 4 and write it below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort?

Name five ways to make the long –u sound based on the words in this sort. 

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VV words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 
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More Practice with Long -u
Yellow Sort 4

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long vowel 
sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –u sound and record them here. 

________

3 words

3 words

________

3 words

________

1 word

________

1 word
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Short –a and Long -a
Yellow Sort 1

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

CVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

Circle the ODDBALL that does not fit in 
with the words in Yellow Sort 1. Write 
the word below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort? 

Name two ways to make the long –a sound based on the words in this sort.

VCC Word Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

c a t

c r a b

m a p

ha t

b a t

b a g

f l a g

m a n

ca ke

s kate

f r a me

s have

g r a pes

p l a te

ga m e

r a ke

s n ake

g r a s s

r a i n

s n a i l

c h a i n

fo o t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

s hor t

foot

“Foot” is an oddball in this sort because it 

does not have a long vowel sound, but it 

has the VVC spelling.

To make the long -a sound, you use an a in the middle of the word and a silent -e at the end. The 

other way of spelling the long -a sound is with the letters ai.



©
 T

am
m

y 
Ro

os
e,

 t
ar

he
el

st
at

et
ea

ch
er

.c
om

More Practice with Long -a
Yellow Sort 1

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –a sound and record them here. 

________

9 words 3 words

-ai long –a words-a_e long –a words

ca ke
s kate
f r a me
s have

g r a pes
p l a te
ga m e
r a ke

s n ake

r a i n
s n a i l
c h a i n

S t u de nt  A n s wers  W i l l  Va r y



©
 T

am
m

y 
Ro

os
e,

 t
ar

he
el

st
at

et
ea

ch
er

.c
om

Short –i and Long -i
Yellow Sort 2

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. Then, tell 
whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Why don’t these word fit the sort? 
“Net” and “deer” are oddballs in this sort because they do not have a 
long –i sound, but have the VC and VV spellings.

Name two ways to make the long –i sound based on the words in this sort.

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VV words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

l o n g
l o n g

p i g

l i d

s w im

z i p

n et

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

l o n g

k i te

d r i ve

s l i d e

h i ve

n i n e

s m i l e

d i ve

v i n e

f i ve

p r i z e

b r i d e

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

f i s h

l i p s

h i l l

t w i n s

p i e
d e e r

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

net ,  d e e r

To make the long -i sound, you use an i in the middle of the word and an e at the end. In another words, 

the long -i sound is spelled with the letters ie at the end.. 

Circle the ODDBALLS that do not fit in with the 
words in Yellow Sort 2. Write the words below. 



More Practice with Long -i
Yellow Sort 2

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the 
long –i sound and record them here. 

________

12 words

1 word
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-i_e long –i words -ie long -i words

k i te
d r i ve
s l i d e
h i ve
n i n e

s m i l e
d i ve
f i r e
v i n e
f i ve
p r i z e
b r i d e

p i e

S t u de nt  A n s wers  
W i l l  Va r y
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Short –o and Long -o
Yellow Sort 3

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. Then, tell 
whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Circle the ODDBALLS that do not fit in with the words in Yellow Sort 3 and write them below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort? 

Name four ways to make the long –o sound based on the words in this sort.

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

m o p

do t

fox

b a g

b ox

we b

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s o ck

r o ck

l o c k

c l o ck

gho st

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

l o n g

b o n e

s m oke

n o se

r o b e

ho se

to e s

r o a d

go a t

s o ap

b o at

co a t

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

web , ba g  

“Web” and “bag” are oddballs in this sort because they do not have a long –o sound

To make the long -o sound, you use an o in the middle of the word and an e at the end. A next most 

common way of spelling the long -o sound is with the letters oa. Occasionally, at the end of a word, the long 

-o sound is spelled with the letters oe.. In some cases, the long -o sound is spelled with just the letter o. 
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More Practice with Long -o
Yellow Sort 3

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –o sound and record them here. 

________

5 words 5 words

________

1 word

o_e long –o words oa long –o words

-oe long –o words

b o n e
s m oke
n o se
r o b e
ho se

r o a d
go a t
s o ap
b o at
co a t

to e s

S t u de nt  A n s wers  W i l l  Va r y



Short –u and Long -u
Yellow Sort 4

Record each of your word study words in the appropriate chart. 
Then, tell whether the vowel sound is short or long. 

Circle the ODDBALL that does not fit in with
the words in Yellow Sort 4 and write it below. 

Why doesn’t this word fit the sort?
“Skate” is an oddball in this sort because it does not have a long –u sound, but it has the VCe spelling.

Name five ways to make the long –u sound based on the words in this sort. 

VC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VCe words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VVC words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

VV words Short or Long 
Vowel Sound? 

cup

rug

plug

sun

tub

bug

gum

nut

drum

thumb

truck

mule

tube

flute

skate

spoon

fruit

roof

moon

suit

juice

glue

shoe
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s h o r t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

s hor t

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

s hor t

s hor t

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n g

l o n gskate

To make the long -u sound, you use an u in the middle of the word and an e at the end. At 
the end of some words, the long -u sound is spelled with the letters ue. The long -u sound 
is spelled with the letters –oo, -oe and -oi of some words. 
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More Practice with Long -u
Yellow Sort 4

Focusing your attention on the long vowel sound in each word, sort your words based on the way the long 
vowel sound is spelled. You have been given a clue for the number of words that should be in each category. 

_________

Think of 4 other words that also have the long –u sound and record them here. 

________

3 words

3 words

________

3 words

________

1 word

________

1 word

mule

tube

flute

fruit

suit

juice

glue

shoe

spoon

roof

moon

VCe Words

-oo long –u words

-ui long –u words

-ue long –u words

-oe long –u words

S t u de nt  A n s wers  W i l l  Va r y



Hi! 
DID A COLLEAGUE SEND YOU A LINK TO THIS RESOURCE? 

OR, DID YOU JUST FIND A RANDOM LINK ONLINE? 
IF SO, NICE TO MEET YOU!  

YOU MAY WANT TO CHECK OUT THIS BLOG POST WHERE 
I SHARE MY CYCLICAL WORD STUDY SCHEDULE 

AND ROUTINE THAT HAS MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN 
GETTING MY WORD STUDY BLOCK TO RUN LIKE A FINE-

TUNED ORCHESTRA…THE DREAM, RIGHT?! 

Hope to see you there, 
Tammy

https://www.tarheelstateteacher.com/dream-word-study-schedule
https://www.tarheelstateteacher.com/dream-word-study-schedule
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