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Suffix Reference Page
A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base 
word, the grammatical function of the word usually changes. 

Nouns Adjectives Verbs Adverbs

-ness (laziness)

-ary/-ery/-ory
(library, 
bravery, 
victory)

-ty/-ity
(safety, 
activity)

-er/-or 
(speaker, 
creator)

-ian (guardian)

-al/-ial (arrival, 
memorial)

-ment
(payment)

-ion (action)

-ence/-ance
(confidence, 
brilliance)

-ency, ancy
(emergency)

-y (funny)

-er (faster)

-est (fastest)

-ful (delightful)

-less (painless)

-ary/ory
(imaginary, 
satisfactory)

-ic (magnetic)

-al (logical)

-ous/-ious
(dangerous, 
furious)

-ent/-ant 
(confident, 
brilliant)

-able/-ible
(dependable, 
legible)

-en (frighten)

-ize (idolize)

-ify (classify)

-ate 
(decorate)

-ly (slowly)

-ily (merrily)
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Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 1 

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, 
sometimes we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of 
your word study words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling 
changes that were necessary. If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word Description of 
Spelling Changes

-er, -est, 
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Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 1, pg 2 

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, 
sometimes we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of 
your word study words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling 
changes that were necessary. If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word Description of 
Spelling Changes

-ier, -iest
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –er to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-er
words
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –est to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-est
words
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ier to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ier
words
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –iest to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-iest
words
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Try to come up with a word using –er, -est, 
-ier, -iest for each letter of the alphabet. 
Name the part of speech for each word.

ABC  
Part of 
Speech
Blue Sort 1

Word Part of Speech

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m

Word Part of Speech

n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y
z

-er, -est, 
-ier, -iest

©
 T

am
m

y 
Ro

os
e,

 t
ar

he
el

st
at

et
ea

ch
er

.c
om



Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, sometimes 
we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of your word study 
words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling changes that were necessary. 
If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word
Description 
of Spelling 
Changes

Word
Description 
of Spelling 
Changes

-y, -ly, -ily
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –y to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-y 
words
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Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ly to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ly
words

©
 T

am
m

y 
Ro

os
e,

 t
ar

he
el

st
at

et
ea

ch
er

.c
om



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ily to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ily
words
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Try to come up with a word using –y, -ly, or 
–ily for each letter of the alphabet. Name the 
part of speech for each word.

ABC 
Part of 
Speech
Blue Sort 2

Word Part of Speech

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m

Word Part of Speech

n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y
z-y, -ly, -ily
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Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 1 

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, 
sometimes we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of 
your word study words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling 
changes that were necessary. If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word Description of 
Spelling Changes

-er, -est, 
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kinder

stranger

cleaner

quieter

harsher

kindest

strangest

cleanest

quietest

harshest

nothing

e-drop

nothing

nothing

nothing

nothing

e-drop

nothing

nothing

nothing



Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 1, pg 2 

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, 
sometimes we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of 
your word study words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling 
changes that were necessary. If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word Description of 
Spelling Changes

-ier, -iest
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earlier

emptier

trickier

fancier

crummier

murkier

shinier

earliest

emptiest

trickiest

fanciest

crummiest

murkiest

shiniest

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i

-y → -i



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –er to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-er
words
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kind

strange

clean

quiet

harsh

kinder

stranger

cleaner

quieter

harsher

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

Adding –er to the end of a word does not change 
its part of speech. The adjective turns into a 
comparative adjective.



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –est to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-est
words
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kind

strange

clean

quiet

harsh

kindest

strangest

cleanest

quietest

harshest

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

Adding –est to the end of a word does not change 
its part of speech. The adjective turns into a 
comparative adjective.



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ier to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ier
words
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early

empty

tricky

fancy

crummy

murky

shinny

earlier

emptier

trickier

fancier

crummier

murkier

shinnier

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

Adding –ier to the end of a word does not change 
its part of speech. The adjective turns into a 
comparative adjective.



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 1

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –iest to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-iest
words
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Adding –iest to the end of a word does not 
change its part of speech. The adjective turns into 
a comparative adjective.

early

empty

tricky

fancy

crummy

murky

shinny

earliest

emptiest

trickiest

fanciest

crummiest

murkiest

shinniest

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective



Try to come up with a word using –er, -est, 
-ier, -iest for each letter of the alphabet. 
Name the part of speech for each word.

ABC  
Part of 
Speech
Blue Sort 1

Word Part of Speech

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m

Word Part of Speech

n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y
z

-er, -est, 
-ier, -iest
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angrier
braver
calmest 
dirtier
easiest
fatter
greater
hotter
icier
juiciest
laziest
luckier
murkiest

noisier
older
prettier 
quieter
rougher
stronger
taller
uglier
vastest
weaker
-
younger
zaniest

adjective
adjective
adjective 
adjective
adjective
adjective
adjective 
adjective
adjective 
adjective
adjective
adjective
adjective

adjective 
adjective
adjective 
adjective
adjective
adjective
adjective 
adjective
adjective 
adjective
-
adjective
adjective

Student Answers  
W i l l  Vary



Spelling Analysis
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. When a suffix is added to a base word, sometimes 
we need to change the ending of the word before we can add the suffix. Record all of your word study 
words. Underline the base word and circle the suffix. Then describe any spelling changes that were necessary. 
If no spelling changes are needed, you may write “Do Nothing.” 

Word
Description 
of Spelling 
Changes

Word
Description 
of Spelling 
Changes

-y, -ly, -ily
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scratchy

silently

merrily

squirmy

velvety

rapidly

secretly

greedily

squeaky

seriously

fluently

hastily

wealthy

skinny

eagerly

readily

swampy

generously

shaggy

politely

silvery

briefly

spotty

bravely

nothing

nothing

-y → -i

nothing

nothing

nothing

nothing

-y → -i

nothing

nothing

nothing

-y → -i

nothing

double

nothing

-y → -i

nothing

nothing

double

nothing

nothing

nothing

double

nothing



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –y to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-y 
words
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scratch

squirm

velvet

squeak

wealth

skin

swamp

shag

silver

spot

scratchy

squirmy

velvety

squeaky

wealthy

skinny

swampy

shaggy

silvery

spotty

Adding –y to the end of a word changes it from 
a noun/verb to adjective.

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective 

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

noun/verb

verb

noun

verb

noun 

noun

noun

noun/verb

noun

noun/verb



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ly to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ly
words
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silently

secretly

rapidly

fluently

eagerly

generously

seriously

politely

briefly

bravely

silent

secret

rapid

fluent

eager

generous

serious

polite

brief

brave

adverb

adverb

adverb

adverb

adverb 

adverb

adverb

adverb

adverb

adverb

adjective
noun/adjective

adverb

adjective

adjective 

adjective

adjective

adjective

noun/adjective

adjective

Adding –ly to the end of a word changes it from 
an adjective to an adverb.



Base Words and Suffixes
Blue Sort 2

A suffix is a word unit added to the end of a base word. 
When a suffix is added to a base word, the grammatical 
function of the word usually changes. Identify the base word 
and the part of speech for  each of your word study words. Then, 
record the word with the suffix and identify its part of speech. 

Base Word Part of 
Speech

Word with 
Suffix

Part of 
Speech

How does adding –ily to the end of a word change its 
part of speech? 

-ily
words
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merry

greedy

hasty

ready

merrily

greedily

hastily

readily

adverb

adverb

adverb

adverb

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

Adding –ily to the end of a word changes it from 
an adjective to an adverb.



Try to come up with a word using –y, -ly, or –
ily for each letter of the alphabet. Name the 
part of speech for each word.

ABC 
Part of 
Speech
Blue Sort 2

Word Part of Speech

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m

Word Part of Speech

n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y
z

-y, -ly, -ily

© Tammy Roose, tarheelstateteacher.com

audibly
barely
clumsily 
drearily
easily
frosty
guilty
healthy
innocently
jokingly
kingly
loudly
messily

noisily
openly
proudly
quietly
rainy
sweetly
tenderly
unlucky
vehemently

watery
-
youthfully
zestfully

adverb
adverb
adverb 
adverb
adverb
adjective
adjective
adjective
adverb
adverb
adjective
adverb
adverb

adverb
adverb
adverb 
adverb
adjective
adverb
adverb
adjective
adverb
adjective
-
adverb
adverbStudent Answers  

W i l l  Vary



Hi! 
DID A COLLEAGUE SEND YOU A LINK TO THIS RESOURCE? 

OR, DID YOU JUST FIND A RANDOM LINK ONLINE? 
IF SO, NICE TO MEET YOU!  

YOU MAY WANT TO CHECK OUT THIS BLOG POST WHERE 
I SHARE MY CYCLICAL WORD STUDY SCHEDULE 

AND ROUTINE THAT HAS MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN 
GETTING MY WORD STUDY BLOCK TO RUN LIKE A FINE-

TUNED ORCHESTRA…THE DREAM, RIGHT?! 

Hope to see you there, 
Tammy

https://www.tarheelstateteacher.com/dream-word-study-schedule
https://www.tarheelstateteacher.com/dream-word-study-schedule
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